Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200260021-6

FLo

!

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

{
s

This D \] 1 i ting the Na-

tional Defense of the United States, within the: mean-

ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.B. Code, a8
ded. Its jon or ion of 1ts 2

INFORMATION REPORT toor receipt by an uneuhorised pein it B!

SECRET
SECURITY INFORMATION

COUNTRY USSR REPORT 25X 1
SUBJECT Sociological and Economic Conditions DATE DISTR. 30 Sept. 1953
in the Soviet Union
’ ‘ NO. OF PAGES 1
DATE OF INFO. : REQUIREMENT NO. RD 25X1
PLACE ACQUIRE ' REFERENCES

This is UNEVALUATED Information

THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

25X1

25 YEAR RE-REVIEW

SECRET

STATE | x [ARMY | x [wAVY [x [aiR | x|F8! [ [aec [ | [ |

(Note: Washington Distribution Indicated By “X’; Fisld Distribution By “#")

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200260021-6



P

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/12 : éIA-RDP80-OO810A002200260021-6
x-

-SECRET~-

EICN oI SOCI_uL PROBIM.S A COMDITIQS OF

D

5

i+ Introduction

2. Psychological affocts of STALIN's personal
. influonee on the Soviet montality.
J+ The Econouic Situatian in the IISSR.
4, Corruption,

5. FOUi-

6. Accommodaticn.

7« Railways.

8. SOCHI ]

9. anti-Semitism.
10. Religion.

Psyehologieal ei‘foct of STALIN 's _persona.l influence on tho
Sovict meontality:

‘ ‘peopla odtside the Sovict Union
aia; ‘pot and @o not realiso how powerful SPALTN ‘was and how
enormous was his porsonal influcnes. on the ‘mentality of an average
Soviot citizen. [ Jtha Russian pecple wore accustomed to
be ruled by dictators and in -the history of Russia there had beon
many atrong aid mighty mon who through their despotic will ana
persistence had ruled and formod. the mentality of their pecopla.

: s t

STALIY -wa.s at loast quits as poworful 1f‘ not‘rnore so
than Poter tho .Groat or Ivan the Terribla.

The fores of STALIN's name was -a decisive fa

STALIN possessed an oxtraondinary knowlodge of the
Russian psychology in goneral and of his closest collaborators in
ieular. Ho knew how to talk to thom, how to deal with thou, how
o push one against enother. iis metiods were ‘perfactly elaborated
2nd it appoars that ho studisd the people a.nd played a ecat and
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mouse game with then’
g Lll over the Unioh poople were 25X1
~ frightenod just of STALIN's name. In particular| | 25X1

in JOSCOW whore all officers and civilians omployed thers with tho

Contral institutions practieally lived in constant feax of tho

"boloved loador". The highor one was established the more one was

frightoned of his personality. STALIN knew a great deal about

various people's porsonal affairs and weaknessos. But people

‘bolisved that he knew overything. Tho Gewsrals well known for

thoir gallantry or their rudencss who ware propared to oppose

overyone turnod pale and bocamne silent and soft whoen informed that

Yosif Vissaryonoviek wishod to soc them. 4nd Yosif Vissaryonovich

knew how to talk to his visitors. | | the oxample 25X1
of General CHIMIRIS, Head of the Teansport Department in the Dofonce

Ministry, an onorgetic, ablo, but ineredibly rude man, There were

=0 mahy complaints .of his behaviour that finnlly STALIN was informoed

about it and axprossed his wish %o seé him. The .Goneral himself

was 80 shaken after his visit to SPALLI | 25X1

_ STALIN was raegponsible for practically
overything that happencd in the USSR during the last quarter of-a
eontury. e allowed eriticism of evorycoho and:evorything exeopt
himself and the KREVLIN as such. For tho selfwcriticism (SAMOKRITIXA),
was an oxeellent scures of information. for him and from the,!'sdlfw
criticisn” ho ecould choose who and what he-neoded. Of goursp’ the
SAMOKRITIKA ehded on. the Rod Square in MOSCOW.. The KRRMLIN was.
always right, ’

| | STALIN made automatons and littlo 25X1
idols of tho Soviot Civilian and Military exccutive staff iho served
the great idol - ST.LIN. (PRI -STALINYE MY BYLI AVIOMATY I IDOLY U
'BOLSHOVO IDOLA). ' 25X1

The results of this twontyfivo ycars of training ape obvious
| In particular _the lnst Piftoon years . 25X1
(sines 1937) wero those of the roal and the most successful

training. During that poried an average Russimfrightonod,
torrorised and properly taught z roconollod himself with the systom

- and beoame politieally weak. (24 POSLYEDNIXIT 1
CHELOVYEX FRIMIRILSYA I OBMYAK POLITICHESKI). 25X1

The nation| [ is 86 weak norally and so
torrorisod that it .would not raise evena finger to dostroy the
rogite until someono from cutside pushed it.

v This systom of politiecal training has also its woak points.
Tho most important of thom is that when the "great Idol" diod all
nodium and small idcls worc shakon and lost a groat deal of their

balanec. The other point is that should tho leadine benins
disappear tho whole system would collapse at onea. 25X1
=-SECEET -
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3.  Thoe Eecnomic Situation in the USSR:

‘the min reason for constant. Sovioet 25X1
eoonomic diffiecultios and the poverty of the population lies in the

cnormous offorts wede by the whole of the Soviet Union for the-

industrialisation of the oountry. | |21l planning of 25X
dovelopment of the heavy industry was wrong from tho very baginning

-of the Sovictisation and Sogialisation of Russia.

Russia was too weak and tco backward to 25X1
endure all oconomic oxperiments introduced by the Soviet Government
aftor the period of Militant Communism (1917-1922), The Soviet
Union has been pushed on the wrong track of rapid industrialisation
which according to the Govornment pla.ns cught to be achieved
without foreign help. Tho roal catastrophe began whon STALIN started
his firat Five Yoar Plan and the colloctive farm systom in
agricaltura. .

Artificial Adovelopment of heavy industry which was carriocd
out at the oxponse of lizght industry and agriculturc was disastrous
for tho light industry, destroyed the oconomic and social stracturc
of tho poasantry and agriculture andl impoverished the whele
‘population to such an oxtont as perhaps nover bafore in molern
Rusgian history.

25X1

The notorious slogan "to overtake and outstrip the.
capitalist countrios" (DOGNAT I PYERYEQIAT) wns a real tragedy for
the Russian poople who did not want to. overtake anyone but just to

] 25X1

-Another a.noma]y of the Soviot economic poliocy is the fact
that tho.Vhole system is based on Forced labour. One can .support
the developmsnt of the ecchomy by Forced Labour providsd that cono
bolioves that this is roal "soeialism" but one cannot base the
‘geonony onh millions of chcap slaves,

25X1
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These anomalous econonic structures, lack of real planning
suporstructure of the Covernment -apparatus as well as the general
inhuman attitude towards the suffer:.ng, mrsses of workers, poasants
and mincr ¢lasses of the population,’maan. that.all achiovemants
of the Soviet Unich cost an enormous amownt of monoy as woll as
thousands of humar lives and do not improve the overyday life of an
average Soviet citizen, '

overywhore, including HMOSCOW, poverty anl shabbincss.

more or less human” coml‘cmns of life begin in the Armod
Foreos from the rank of Captain up wa,rds and anong the civilians
"from a high ranking leader up'.

‘ ‘poverty As striking all over thao USSR,
Railway stations and irains are full.of -poor,  £ilthy and shabby -
people travollmg God.- knows why and whore” on Tjust: ‘geoking & roof

where they could spend a hight. “Of courso tge main stroots of MOSCOW
or scaside resorts like SCCHI and othe:s 1ook much bottor, even quitp

good, but theso spots are not for tho ayeragce Soviot clt:.zens.

‘Workers are poor and hungry. They carn 500-750 roublus per month
and nood for ap Averags fa.m:.ly 12 roublos per day for bread and
potatoss. Even if tu.ey ‘could stand such.in, starvation diet they have

no money for clrtha.xig, for mprowmnt of. fhau- quarters or any
arusements. . They can only survive.

Corruption: .

The difficulties ‘and privations of life as well as the old
traditicns of cobruption result. in the moral standard in the Union
being extremely low. \
"thievery evorywhere" (VOROVSTVO.VYEZDYE). Workers stoal ths
factory property following the. exanple of their superiors. In the
collective farms peasants stoal tho: kolkhoz: property. . Bribes make
life mach easior grov:.ded that one has’ enough money with which to
bribe. Hoolipans,.robbers ahd pickpuekets work suecessfully in the
dark strocts.

4.|:m‘oney and illegdl-motndds maké lifp in tho USSR easier
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Food:

[poople in the USSR belicve that all
food shortages in Russia are a consdquénos of ‘war raéorves made by
the Government as well as of help givon by the USSR to Korea and
Chim. A S

in 1951 thore woro no shortages of food in XIZEV and shops
wore Tull of mznufacturod gools. In 1952, cxcept for white broad
which was available in sufficiont quantities, thoro wore shortages

.of everything, In order to obtain 250 grammes of bubtter or scme

flour people spent usually 12 hours in the quoues. At the sams time
in the small towns in the Ukraine, thure was a great shortage of
bread, :fnufacturcd goeods one could obtain mainly "PC BLATU" (in

an illigal woy). In partieular there was, a groat shortage of wools '

In GORKIY and in SIALINGRAD tho situation was much worse
than in KIEV. There was a great shortage of cvebything and cven
people in tho straects locksd mwmeh worse in all respects than in
XIEV.

in faet GORIIY and- STALINGRAD weore
always far behind KIEV Dboeause the former are much more
inlustrialised than KIEV, being situated in comparatively poor
ragions.

Accommé_c?.gjion:
‘ ‘tho lodzing problem ﬁ.s overywhére
vory acute nrti 1e situntion in GORKIY appears to bo

hopeloss. i1f in KIEV the accomodation
problem is far from being good then in GORKIY it is ten times
worse and 2id not improve in couparison with tho pre-war period,

| [the lodging difficulty is also a typical
consequonce of the wrong ccononie policy. I_:|Whﬂn tho
Soviet Government startod its imdustrialisation policy tloro was
not cnough time and moncy to build dwellings for tho rapidly
growing town population. The Government bogan to build wooden huts
for workers insteadl and in conscquence the Soviet Union is at
preasent at least ten years bohind schedulo in tho agoomnadation

problon,

Ealluayy:
| ‘ krawﬂ—\ confortebly and

" f courso
fast in tho ve clecan "sof¥" coachd - lo '
t)ax: "hard" coagxcs were neither comfiortable nor cleans The speed
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of those "fast™ trains was not a wery striking one. beeause the
approx 1,000 kn distance from STALINGRAD to SOCHI via TIKHORYRTSKAYA
and ARILWIR was covored in 44 hours and approx 1,600 km distanco
botwoen-SOCHT and KIEV via ROSTOV.and. DN!EPROPI_ETROVSK tha train
covored. in 48 hohi's, i.¢. an average speod of 23=33 lu per hour.

80 SQCHI .

[tho Blagk Sca rosort SOCHI 25X1

looked like a foroign coustry”, It was
elean-indoors ani outdoors, no shortage of anything and “aovon theo
Wlitia tere in slgan white uniforms". SOCHI is a first olass.
s0aside resoprt favowrised by the big bossos.ald therefore ovorything
thore is Lowtor, fpeluling priecs for fruits whish.ase moh more
oxponoiw than 11-: MOSCOW.

% intdeSouitian:

USSR, ThoJaws o hated
4n tho fxmed FPoreas, |
towards any othepr nation but Jews 3

Jows (VYEVRYTT NDOVELY RUSSKALL! mnmu’?

10,  Roljpion:

‘a.nti-Sonutiam is vory stroag in the 25X1
hore and by ‘evoryons, in particular

'thére 1is: no hostility 25X1
sian pagpld dye tired of

‘ ‘tfw ‘ghurchos in Russia are full of 25X1
worshippers on Sundays and .a ‘eonsiderable number of you'l:hs -attond
chureh. But ohildron are pthie&ll,y ldtokato in rolizicns
mattors bacauag tRe parants do‘riot teaeh thom roligion, oaing
afrnid of pevesdyidon,

| ‘Party mabars visiting churshos are roprdmanisd and if that
‘oasure does not work, ara zgellaﬁ frem the farty. $And.an:
oxpallod former Party menbor Méambe oily & Janitord (TOG)A AL
TOLKO V DVORNIKI } beea.uae ‘no ohyg wouﬁ ‘Grploy hims
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